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And it cannot reasonably be contended that its workmanship is
deficient in quality. For my part, if Mr de Lara were to leave his
Light of Asia in its original form, and try his hand at a new opera
in which he would freely express in music those sides of life
which appeal to his humor, intellect, and observation, instead of
confining himself to a few threadbare disguises of lovesickness,
I have no doubt that the result would be awaited with a degree
of interest which will certainly never be aroused by the favorite
heroes of the writers who appear to think that they are under no
obligation to treat him with common politeness, much less to
criticize him rationally.

Mile Teleki, whose debut at the opera on the last night but
two of the season had been so long deferred that it was obviously
made at last only to give the lady the Covent Garden hall-mark,
is undeniably clever and attractive. When a young artist is tall,
handsome, and unaffected, with fine eyes, black hair, a well-pro-
portioned head, a nose, mouth, and teeth that can be admired
both separately and collectively, a good voice, and plenty of
musical aptitude, one is not surprised to hear that she is a favorite
with the Hamburg public, or any other public. I watched her
with pleasure during two acts of the ridiculous spectacle which
they describe as Verdi's La Traviata in the Covent Garden bills;
and then, as the performance was hackneyed, the cast bad
(Maurel being out of it), and my mind sufficiently made up, I
withdrew, and so cannot testify as to the degree of success the
new prima donna met with in the later scenes. Nor was I present
at the performance of Otello on Saturday, when Miss Eames and
Dufriche appeared instead of Albani and Maurel as Desdemona
and lago.

One of the results of the Military Exhibition of 1890, the
musical department of which was taken good care of by Colonel
Shaw-Hellier, has just appeared in the shape of a guinea volume,
containing a descriptive catalogue of the instruments exhibited,
illustrated with heliogravures. In producing these, by the bye?
the photographer, for the sake of a pretty picture, has occasion-
ally scorned all technical classification. However, as the refer-
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